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3rd Conference on the Responsible Conduct of Science

Organized by

Dr. A. Q. Khan Institute for Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering

and The International Council for the Life Sciences
Statement of the Karachi Conference, 14 and 15 November 2011
The 3rd Conference on the Responsible Conduct of Science built on the outcomes of the preceding two conferences, in Islamabad in June 2010, and in Lahore in February 2011. The 3rd conference showed once again that there is a great deal of enthusiasm, and understanding, of the importance of individual responsibility with regard to research integrity, ethical conduct, safety and preventing the misuse of science to harm humanity. The sentiment of the conference confirmed that the responsible conduct of science is, in essence, a matter of both personal and institutional integrity. Speakers and participants highlighted the need to create an environment where standards of excellence, trustworthiness and ethical considerations can flourish.  In a discussion on communicating science via the media the importance of developing more effective management and education in this regard was stressed.

Following a recommendation made by the 2nd Conference participants from abroad were invited from Australia, Malaysia and Nepal who gave presentations at the 3rd Conference.

During the proceedings of the conference there was a reaffirmation of the need to:

· Develop training and education programmes to help assure compliance with national and international laws and regulations related to scientific activities;
· Develop codes of conduct for scientists and researchers in scientific institutions in academia, government and the private sector; 
· Assure ready availability of expertise and literature to support education in the responsible conduct of science;
· Develop a mindset and a qualitative understanding of attitudes towards safe and secure science particularly among the younger generation of scientists;
· Assist the policy community to help in formulating policies and, as necessary, regulation in relation to the safe secure and ethical conduct of science;
· Engage the wider public through hard copy and electronic publications and open discussions;
· Take account of, and engage in, the global debate on the subject of the responsible conduct of science and related codes of conduct; and
· Ensure that the full range of scientific disciplines is brought into the process including engineering and the social sciences.
Arising from the discussions the following actions were recommended:

· A multi-disciplinary working group, composed of both senior and young scientists, should be set up to draft the general principles that should form the basis of institutional codes of conduct. The group should draw on other national and international efforts such as the Singapore Statement of 22 September 2010, the US National Academies’ publication “On Being a Scientist”, and the Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs document “National Guidelines for a Code of Conduct for Life Scientists” (2010);
· A specific effort should be made to engage the private business sector through a focused seminar on the responsible conduct of science and obtain their input and participation in the debate; 
· Input from the younger generation of scientists for deeper consideration of the key issues should be sought through a focused seminar and by an invitation to those under the age of 30 to respond to a questionnaire and to submit articles for publication on the project website and elsewhere;
· With regard to enhancing communications between scientists and the media the following action should be taken:
· With object of improving the understanding of the media of key scientific issues, with the advice of leading scientific institutions, consideration should be given to the establishment of a Communications Centre for Science;
· Undergraduate students of media and science should be given the opportunity to take a cross-disciplinary course;
· For graduate students the possibility of a separate course on media communications should be considered.
· Extending the project on a regional basis in South and South-East Asia should be further explored;
· A follow-on conference should take place in the second half of 2012, funding permitting, to review progress and key scientific developments and decide on priority future action;
· The presentations given at the conference should be posted on the website (www.respscience.org) subject to the approval of the speakers;
· The website at www.respscience.org should serve as the repository of papers, publications and network participants’ contact details;
· Further development of the website (www.respscience.org) was recommended to facilitate discussions and exchanges of information among network members; and
· It was agreed that the ICLS Chapter in Pakistan should continue to act as the network focal point for the maintenance of the network and the planning and conduct of the activities recommended above. 
The participants expressed much appreciation of the excellent organization of the conference by the Director-General, staff and students at KIBGE.
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