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Looming Water Scarcity in the OIC
Region

Scarcity of freshwater
resources is expected to
be the second most
formidable challenge to
the world in general and
Islamic countries in
particular in the 21st
century, as a result of
climate change and

Prof. Atta-ur-Rahman, FRS . .
N.IH.L,S.L,TL. emission of greenhouse

gases. Defective water management systems
as well as a poor water quality, population
growth, pollution, natural drought and the
dissipation of resources contribute to this
growing problem.

The role of water as a vital and precious
substance, as a stimulating force in socioeco-
nomic development and as key factor in water
ecosystem conservation is obvious. This
importance is particularly prominent and
tangible in the Islamic countries, which are
located in the arid and semi-arid regions of the
world and are suffering from intensive water
shortage.

It is estimated that 80 % of diseases in the
world are attributed to unsafe water and
inadequate sanitation. Water, a precious gift
of nature, is still not recognised as inherent
precursor to sustainable public health and
development. Our development plans lack
water management, in spite of the fact that itis
deeply connected with food production,
disease prevention, industrial and agricultural
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COMSTECH Executive Committee
Meeting in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Twenty-seventh meeting of the Executive Committee of the
Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) Ministerial Standing
Committee for Scientific and Technological Cooperation (COMSTECH)
is taking place from 22-23 February, 2010 in Riyadh, the capital city of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The meeting is being hosted by H.E. Prof. Mohammed Ibrahim Al-Suwaiyel,
President of the King Abdul Aziz City for Science and Technology, on behalf
of the government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, an important member of
the COMSTECH Executive Committee.

H. E. Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin lhsanogulu, Secretary General of the OIC shall
address the participants whereas opening remarks shall be made by the
Coordinator General of COMSTECH, H.E. Prof. Atta-ur-Rahman in his
capacity as Chairman COMSTECH Executive Committee.

The Executive Committee will review COMSTECH activities implemented
since Thirteenth General Assembly held in Islamabad, the federal
metropolis of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. It shall review
implementation status of the OIC Ten-year Program of Action which among
other areas outlines actions for scientific and technological advancement in
the OIC region. Continued on pg. 3

COMSTECH Organising Two Week
Training Course on Foresight

OIC Standing Committee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation
(COMSTECH) is organising a fortnight training course for the scientists,
researchers and policy-makers of the Organization of Islamic Conference
(OIC) member states, from 22nd February to 5th March, 2010 at the
COMSTECH building in Islamabad, Pakistan.

Science and technology managers, policy planners and policy researchers
from both public and private sectors are participating in it.

The course will be conducted by experts from The Manchester Institute of
Innovation Research, The University of Manchester, UK; The Graduate
Institute of Future Studies, Tamkang University, Tamsui, Taiwan; and the
COMSTECH Science, Technology and Innovation Policy Research and
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COMSTECH Offering Two Week Training Course on Technology and

Innovation Policy

Organization of Islamic Conference's (OIC) Standing
Committee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation
(COMSTECH) invites participation from OIC member states
for a two-week training course on “Technology and
Innovation Policy” to be held at the COMSTECH building in
Islamabad, Pakistan from 19th to 30th April , 2010.

Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) policy planners,
analysts and researchers working in public and private
sectors of the OIC member states can benefit from this
course.

The course will be conducted by experts from the University
of Cambridge, United Kingdom, in collaboration with the
COMSTECH Centre for Science, Technology and Innovation
Policy Research and Training.

Course structure and contents mainly include: Innovation
and Technology Policy as Theory and Principles, Technology
Policy for Developing Countries with Review of Challenges
and Opportunities, The Dynamics of Technology Transfer
with discussion on The Role of Firms in National
Competitiveness, The Impact of Technology Policy on

National Systems of Innovation, Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) in North-South Perspective, International Trade,
Technological Change and Technology Policy, Technology
Policy, Welfare Policy and Social Policy.

The course shall follow participatory methodology, consisting
of interactive lectures followed by intensive discussions,
conceptual and practical exercises; the participants would be
assessed through individual and group assignments.

The relevance of candidates' experience with respect to their
present work to STI policy making and research will be the
main criteria for selection. Participants planning to attend the
course in private capacity are required to submit a
recommendation letter from the head of their institution with the
application form.

Application deadline for foreign candidates is 9th of March
2010 and for local candidates 27th March 2010. Only selected
candidates will be notified. Details regarding application,
course fee, accommodation, and registration are available on:
www.comstech.org i

TWOWS Prizes for Young Women Scientists in Developing

Countries

[SciDev.Net] Third World Organization for Women in Science
(TWOWS) is now accepting nominations of excellent young
women scientists from throughout the developing world
including COMSTECH member states.

With the support of TWAS, the academy of sciences for the
developing world and the Elsevier Foundation, prizes of
US$5,000 will be awarded to the best young female
scientists in three categories (biology, chemistry and

physics/mathematics) from each of the four regions of the
developing world (Africa, Arab region, Asia and the Pacific,
Latin America and the Caribbean).

The first awards will be presented during the TWOWS General
Assembly in Beijing, China, in June 2010. Deadline for
nominations: 28 February 2010. For more information please
visitannouncements section on: www.scidev.net

Source: www.scidev.net il
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Our water management problems and challenges are not
confined only to the shortage of water resources.
Inappropriate methods of water management along with
incremental deterioration of water quality have also been
major problems.

Research conducted on water management processes in
the Islamic countries show that expansive efforts have been
made solely on the supply side. In many countries, inappro-
priate water abstraction from groundwater has led to over-
consumption and has caused negative consequences,
seriously threatening sustainable development.

From “water stressed countries” most of the Islamic coun-
tries are now fast turning into “water scarce” countries.
Pakistan for example, is fast becoming a water-deficient
state as its supply has substantially dropped to 1,200 cubic

metres per person per year from 5,650 cubic metres five
decades ago.

We must give serious attention to the emerging disasters and
devote our resources collectively to cope with the situation.
We should also pool our resources and support regional
initiatives on water research and management. It is encourag-
ing to know that OIC Water Vision is in the making but we also
need international partnership as was seen during the World
Water Forum in which COMSTECH Inter-Islamic Network on
Water Resources Development and Management
(INWRDAM) played an active role.

To avoid food-shortage, droughts, water-borne diseases,
hunger and water-wars, we must act today to save our
tomorrow. B
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Morocco Hopes to Shine in Mega Solar Project

[SciDev.Net] Morocco, one of the COMSTECH member
states, has launched what it claims is the biggest solar-
thermal energy project in a single country, aiming to produce
nearly 40 per cent of its electricity needs 2,000 megawatts
(MW) by 2020.

The project will span an area of 10,000 hectares just under
half the size of Cairo, Egypt at five different locations in the
country and use concentrated solar-thermal power (CSP),
which focuses a large area of sunlight onto a small area using
lenses, to produce electricity.

Morocco hopes that the plant will supply 38 per cent of the
country's electricity needs by 2020. The government has
pledged US$9 billion from public and private funds for the
project. It says the new energy source will mean it can
decrease its oil imports by 12 per cent, saving the country
US$500700 million annually.

Morocco is the only non-oil producing country in North Africa,
depending on oil imports for most of its energy.

"This project will help Morocco reduce its greenhouse gas
emissions by 3.7 million tonnes of CO2. This will help us play
our role in mitigation of climate change," said Said Mouline,
director of the Center for Renewable Energy Development in
Morocco.

"Clean energy projects such as this will create many new
jobs in the areas selected for the solar plants as well as boost

the country's scientific expertise in the field of solar energy," he
added.

Fatiha Bouhired, researcher at the Center for the
Development of Renewable Energy, Algeria, said: "This
project is very important and ambitious, but I'm worried
because usually the absence of legal mechanisms leads to
continuous delays and most of the time the governments are
not willing to invest enough money in these long-term
projects".

Morocco already has several renewable energy projects. A
windmill farm near the northern city of Tangiers produces
140MW of electricity and another near Tarfaya on the
southwestern coast of the country will begin working in 2011 to
produce 300MW.

Before this project, the biggest proposed CSP projectin a
single country was a 1,300 MW project in the United
States.

Funding for the project will come from the government, the
National Office of Electricity, and the Hassan Il Fund for
Economic and Social Development. An international tender
will be held at the end of the month for foreign partners.
Japan, the United Arab Emirates and the United States have
all expressed interestin taking part.

Source: Science and Development Network
(www.scidev.net)ll

Continued from pg. 1

COMSTECH Organising Two Week Training Course on Foresight

Course structure and content mainly include: Thinking about
the future, rationales and objectives of foresight; Introduction
to foresight methods, Environmental scanning, creative
methods of envisioning future, Planning foresight exercises,
Regional and national foresight case studies and future of
foresight. The course shall also include practical sessions
and presentations by the participants.

The course is participatory and is expected to lead to
discussions of the possibility of adapting the foresight
techniques taught to participants' respective contexts.

Follow-up projects can be designed and carried out by the
participants in consultation with and supervision of the
course staff.

Selection of the suitable candidates has been made by
judging their experience and the relevance of their present
work to STI policy making and research. For more
information on fee, accommodation and course details,
please visit www.comstech.org.ll

Continued from pg. 1

COMSTECH Executive Committee Meeting in Kingdom of Saudi

Arabia

The committee shall make confirmation of the decisions of
twenty-sixth Executive Committee meeting which was held in
Pakistan. Audit Report for the biennium ending 31 December
2007 shall also be brought under discussion. The committee
will also look into resource position of COMSTECH and the
status of contributions from the member states. The role of
COMSTECH Inter Islamic Networks will also be discussed.

The committee shall also decide date for holding the
Fourteenth General Assembly meeting of COMSTECH and
finalize schedule for the twenty-eighth Executive Committee

meeting proposed to be held in Islamabad one day prior to the
Fourteenth General Assembly meeting.

Present formation of the Executive Committee was
announced during the concluding session of the 13th General
Assembly meeting of COMSTECH in Islamabad on April 3,
2008. Presently, the Executive Committee consists of
Azerbaijan, Iran, Palestine, Jordan, Niger, Senegal, Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia, Secretary General of OIC and the Coordinator
General of COMSTECH.H
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COMSTECH Directory of Active Scientists in 01C Member
States and their Recent Scientific Publications:

Vol. 1, Vol. 11, Vol. I1, Vol. 1V, Vol. V (Part A, B, C), Vol. VI (Part A,
B), Vol. VII (Part A, B, C), Vol. VIII (Part A, B), Vol. IX (Part A, B),
Vol. X, Vol. XI.

COMSTECH Inter-Library Resource Network Service:

Vol. I, Vol. 11, Vol. Il1, Vol. V.

Mineral Profile of the Muslim World US$40.00
Health and Medical Profile of the Muslim World  US$40.00
Food and Agricultural Profile of the Muslim World US$40.00
Industrial Profile of the Muslim World US$40.00
COMSTECH Model Biosafety Guidelines US$25.00
Islamic Biomedical Ethics: Issues and Resources  US$25.00
World Trade Organization and OIC Member States US$35.00
Science and Technology Policy for Industrialization US$50.00

Leading Scientists and Engineers of
0IC Member States US$70.00

COMSTECH News is a monthly newsletter of OIC Standing Committee on
Scientific and Technological Cooperation (COMSTECH) and is brought out in
English, French and Arabic

Comments?
We'd love to hear from you. Feedback may be sent to the editorial team.

COMSTECH Secretariat,

33-Constitution Avenue,G-5/2, Editor _ Web and Email Editions
Islamabad-44000, Pakistan M. Ameen Amjad Usman Quddus
Tele: (92-51) 9220681-3, Public Relations Manager IT Manager
emél. comstech@comstech org || Desian & Layout Prined at
Ikram Abbasi Islamabad, Pakistan

Http://www.comstech.org
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